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Showcase gallery invites you to an exhibition about…
identity. Hmmm. Yes, we are well aware of how overused 
this concept is especially in the context of the middle 
east. In fact the idea for the exhibition stemmed from 
this very notion. The challenge for these three emerging 
artists was to reinvent this subject by approaching it 
from a very focused angle. 

Having grown up in the U.A.E we will all feel that it has 
in a sense shaped our lives. However, saying you are 
from Dubai is always met with questioning looks and 
furrowed brows. Whether you tell people you are from 
Dubai or not there is no question that having grown up 
here would have shaped a part of your identity. 

This exhibition explores the complexities of growing up 
as an expatriate in a country you call home. 

SHOWCASE

GROUP SHOW
Dima Hamati
Eleanor Smith
Michelle Harvey

OPENING NIGHT
Sunday June 3rd 2012
7pm - 10pm

LOCATION
Showcase Gallery
Unit 35,
Alserkal Avenue,
Al Quoz,
Dubai

INFO
Open Sat - Thu 
10:00 until 18:00
Closed Fri
Exhibition runs until 
July 3rd

T: +971 4 379 0940

w: www.showcasedubai.com



ARTIST STATEMENT
Through the medium of 3dimensional typography, I 
am exploring words that depict how I feel about home 
and juxtaposing them with the labels that outsiders 
have given it.

DIMA
HAMATI

Haven
Design for glass and silicon fish tank
2012

WHERE DID YOU STUDY?
Bath School of Art and Design

WHERE ARE YOU HAPPIEST
Under sunshine, near water.

FAVOURITE QUOTE

I would sooner fail than not be among the greatest. 
- John Keats



WHERE DID YOU STUDY
LEEDS COLLEGE OF ART

WHERE ARE YOU HAPPIEST
OUTSIDE

FAVOURITE QUOTE
(don’t have one)

Fish Market
digital print on paper
2012

E L E A N O R
S M I T H

ARTIST STATEMENT
I have always been in Dubai, it is my home and what I 
love. The only time I have lived elsewhere was whilst 
studying photography at Leeds College of Art. This 
photo essay shows the familiar places that are the 
back drop to my life, the places that haven’t changed, 
and remain ungilded and unglamorized. 

Sunset 
digital print on paper
2012



ARTIST STATEMENT
Home is where the beach is. One stretch of beach in 
particular (running from the pier to the end of sunset 
beach) as I have always lived walking distance 
from it and have probably spent more time there 
than anywhere else. Over the years a plethora of 
experiences have accumulated and I have tried to 
capture some of them to show you in this exhibition. 

As well as recent observations, I have also referred 
back to old photographs of the beach taken 20 years 
ago or more. In some pieces, old and new encounters 
are overlaid, expressing a collective experience 
rather than just one point in time. 

I hope you enjoy these beach moments and perhaps 
even relate to some of the experiences I have touched 
upon. 

WHERE DID YOU STUDY
Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design

WHERE ARE YOU HAPPIEST
By the sea

FAVOURITE QUOTE
If the doors of perception were cleansed every thing 
would appear to man as it is, infinite. 
- William Blake

M I C H E L L E
H A R V E Y

The Peer
mixed media on canvas
100cm x 90cm
2012

Man 1
charcoal and chalk on paper
40cm x 30cm
2012

Man 2
charcoal and chalk on paper
40cm x 30cm
2012


