
 

 

 

“Frida Kahlo by Mawaheb” 

Showcase Gallery – 20 November to 15 January 2013 

 

Showcase proudly presents a series of portraits and ceramics created by artists from Mawaheb, celebrating Frida 

Kahlo.  

The project was born with the viewing of ‘Frida’ – a 2002 biopic depicting the life of the Mexican 20th century 

surrealist painter. Her flamboyant and outspoken character inspired brightly coloured, larger than life portraits, 

through which Mawaheb’s artists show a blissful version of Frida. Her work was described by Andre Breton in 1938 

as a ‘ribbon around a bomb’ and in parallel to this description the body of work by Mawaheb’s artists explodes 

with passion and enthusiasm on our walls.  

An installation of decorated corsets rounds up the exhibition to complete Frida’s story. They remind us of her 

sorrows transformed into art and set her as an example of perseverance in adversity.  

Local designer Reema Al Banna, founder of the label Reemami, joins Mawaheb’s creative process, using prints of 

Mawaheb’s  artworks to fashion Frida inspired dresses.  

### 

 

About Mawaheb 

Mawaheb, an Arabic word meaning ‘talent’, is an art studio for adults with special needs, founded in December 

2010 by Wemmy De Maaker. Its aim is not only to teach art to their members, but also to help them develop life 

skills. The studio is located in the Al Fahidi historical neighborhood, where young artists are guided by resident art 

teacher Gulshan Kavarana and assisted by volunteers from the community. Sales proceeds are dedicated to the 

operation of the studio, to welcome their members all year round. 

About Showcase Gallery 

Showcase was one of the first galleries to be established in the UAE in the 1990’s. Displaying artworks by 

established and emerging artists from Africa, Europe and the Middle East, Showcase has gained a venerable 

reputation with art collectors and designers alike. The gallery's antique collection of Middle Eastern furniture and 

jewelry reflects its appreciation for traditional artisanship.  

 


